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THE “P.R.” LETTER BAG. 


After many months of search, I have only been able to find one school 
where boys up till u are taught on natural lines, where any hand and eye 
training as well as brain training is given, and this school is so deservedly 
popular that the overcrowded rooms render it detrimental to the health of 
any but the strongest children. Possibly others may have been fortunate 
in finding a school. All parents must feel very grateful to you for the 
help afforded them by the P.R.S., but there comes a time when it i s 
impossible for the children of one family to work alone. 

Boys in particular require the extra zest and discipline only obtainable 
in a class or school. Feeling this very strongly, I have arranged for a 
student of the House of Education to start a class in London for girls and 
boys from seven to ten to work in the P.R.S. The class-room will be 
near Earl's Court Station. 

1 believe that there must be parents who will be glad to avail themselves 
of the advantages of teaching so entirely on “P.N.E.U. ” lines, and 
therefore venture thus to intrude on your space. 

I shall be glad to give full particulars to anyone writing to me. — Yours 
faithfully, H. Franklin. 

9 , Pembridge Gardens, London, W. 
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House of Education Natural History Club— Notes by M. L. Hodgson. 
—The common ferns of this district are well marked, and very easy to 
find We have here to-night some specimens of most of the kinds you 
are likely to discover for yourselves. We will begin with the common 
Bracken, and go over as many kinds as we can, pointing out their 
chief characteristics as we proceed. 

The Bracken ( Pteris aquilina ,) is a very common and most useful 
fern. You are all familiar with its branching fronds, a new one of 
which springs up from the end of the rhizome each year. On the hill- 
sides and in the woods up the mountains, and by the roadsides, it 
grows freely of its own accord, but try to transplant it and you will find 
it a hard task. The greatest care is necessary, both in preparing the 
soil and in digging up the rhizomes, if you wish to induce it to grow 
n any spot you may have chosen. You might make for yourselves a 
long list of the uses to which this plant is put, as I have not time to 
go over them with you. 

The Parsley Fern (tryptogra?nme crispa,) grow r s freely on all the 
mountains in the clefts of the rocks. You will notice the two kinds of 
fronds, the barren ones appear early in the spring, and the fertile or 
spore-bearing ones later in the summer. Though at first the spores 
appear as circular clusters on the backs of the fionds, they soon spread, 
and cover the entire leaflet 

The Hard -fern (Loma? ia Spica?jf t ) is very plentiful up the mountain 
streams, and like the Parsley fern bears both barren and fertile fronds. 
The spore-cases are arranged in a long narrow line on each side of 
the mid-rib. 

The Spleenworts or Aspie?iiums are very common. Wall Spleenwoit 
(As ple?iium 7'richonianes ,) is plentiful on the walls by the roadsides, 
especially up the Brathay and on the Windermere road. There are 
several varieties of this fern, but at present it will be advisable to keep 
to the common forms, and just learn to identify the kinds before going 
in for the more elaborate distinctions of variations The spore are borne 
on the neat ovate leaflets in elongated tufts on each side of the mid-rib. 
The shining black leaf-stalk will enable you to distinguish the Wall 
Spleen wort from the more rare green Spleenwort which has a green 
leaf* stalk 

The Wall-Rue (Asplenium ruta-muraria,) is a pretty little fern 
growing in dull green tufts from the crevices in the walls ever>w lere, 
where it has found a crack that it really likes, it forms a \try pre ty 
frill to the grey stones. I he spore-cases are arranged in ines on t e 
under surface of the fronds 
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The Black-Spleenwort (Asplenium adiantum -nigrum ,) is less common 
than the preceding species, but there are a good many plants on some 
of the walls by the roadsides. The spore-cases appear to cover the 
whole of the back of the leaflets, but in an earlier stage they are seen 
as distinct linss. 

The Hart’s Tongue ( Scoiopendnutn 1 ulgare ,) is not common here 
though one or two specimens have been found. It is, however, a very 
well-known fern, its broad fronds with their lines of rusty-looking spores 
scarcely need description. 

The Bladder Fern ( Cystopleris fragilis ,) may be found up most of 
the mountain streams. The outline of the frond is spear-shaped, and 
the spore cases appear to cover the whole under surface of the fronds. 

The Prickly Shield Fern ( Polystichum Acu/eatum ,) is a large hand- 
some fern with spear-shaped fronds, each leaflet ending in an acute 
point ; the base of each stalk is thickly covered with rusty-brown scales. 
The spore-cases are arranged in lines on each side of the mid-rib. 
There are plenty of varieties of this fern for you to spend your leisure 
over, and I gladly leave them to you. 

The Mountain Boss Fern ( Las tree a Oreopteris ) grows freely on the 
mountain sides, and you all know its fragrant scent, which is due to the 
presence of minute glands on the lower surface of the fronds. The leaflets 
diminish upwards and downwards, and the spore-cases are arranged round 
the margins of the leaflets. 

The Male Fern ( Lastrcea Felix-mas ) is a very beautiful hardy fern, 
growing in perfection all round Ambleside, You may easily distinguish it 
from the Mountrin Boss Fern, which it slightly resembles, by the different 
way the spore-cases grow; in this species they glow freely all over the 
back of the fronds on the lower half of each leaflet. 

In addition to the ferns above mentioned we have the Osmunda, the 
Oak, the Beech, the Moon -wort, the Filmy Fern, and various other rare 
kinds. It is perhaps best for me not to say w r here they grow, as w r e know 
only too well how rapidly they are all being dug up and carried off. 

I should like to say a few words about the spores and spore -cases 
before closing. By means of the diagrams on the black-board and the 
specimen under the microscope to which I shall refer you, I hope to make 
you understand how to distinguish species for yourselves. 

The spore-case may be surrounded with a ring or annulus , in which 
case it is said to be annulate , or it may be without a ring when it is said 
to be exannulate. 

The exannulate group is a very small one, and comprises the ferns 
which bear their spores on a modified frond, such as the Adder’s-tongue, 
Osmunda, etc. I he Annulate group can be divided up into sections, 
in which the ring will be found to have different positions (see diagrams). 
Ins will at once point out to you the way in which the ferns may be 
e ' or ^ * n Edition we notice the arrangement of the spores, 
and find out the position of the ring, it will not be hard to look out the 
g p in w ic to place our fern. I here are many capital little books on 
terns, and they make a very pretty collection, either on separate sheets of 
paper or mounted in a book. 1 
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House of Education.- Mr. Rooper paid his visiT on 
June 23rd to hear the out-going students teach. We are never aware 
of his marks winch are forwarded to Mr. Barnett (the examiner), but he 
appeared to be pleased with the lessons and very sympathetic with the 
work generally Mr Roopefls visits are always a great cheer and 
encouragement to both students and teachers 

The demand for students going out this summer has been great, and 
all are placed in most suitable posts. 

Our Probationers too have been in much demand 

It is a little anxious to put the round man into the round hole always 
but we think we have been as successful now as hitherto 

Parents' Review School.— We have received an urgent request to 
found a Branch of the P.R.S. in London, so that children working in it 
might have the benefit of companionship. 

Will any of our readers who feel strongly about this, communicate 
with the Secretary, House of Education. 

Mothers Lducational Course . — We find that many mothers like 
to have the papers and examination questions and not enter for the 
examination. Perhaps this is advisable in some cases though not so 
good as the examination. But busy mothers must do what they can. 


